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CONSTITUTION 


ARTICLE I. 


The Corporation is the body known in law as the Cathedral Church of 
Saint John the Divine in the City and Diocese of New York. Its affairs are 
to be directed and managed by a Board of Trustees, to consist of not less 
than twenty-two nor more than twenty-four persons to be known as Trustees. 


These Trustees shall be the Bishop of the Protestant Episcopal Church 
in the Diocese in which the City of New York is situated, and the Dean ex- 
officio, and not more than twenty-two other Trustees, of whom not more than 
eight shall be clergymen, and not more than fourteen shall be laymen. These 
twenty-two Trustees other than the Bishop and the Dean are to be appointed by 
the Trustees from time to time. 


The Bishop shall have the right to nominate two of the clergymen and 
two of the laymen, and they shall hold office for six years. 


At any regular meeting of the Trustees the Bishop may nominate one or 
more of such clergymen and one or more of such laymen, and at the next regular 
meeting or at any subsequent regular meeting the Trustees shall vote by ballot 
for the person or persons so nominated, and any such person who shall receive 
a majority vote of the Trustees at such meeting shall thereupon become a 
Trustee. 


At the meeting of the Convention in November, 1913, and thereafter in 
each year, the Convention of the Diocese of New York may nominate in such 
manner as the Convention shall provide one clergyman and two laymen to be 
Trustees of the Cathedral, and also persons to fill any vacancies among the 
Trustees to be nominated by the Convention. 


The Secretary of the Convention shall certify to the Trustees the 
names of the persons so nominated, and the Trustees at a subsequent meeting 
shall vote by ballot upon the names so nominated, and any persons so nominated 
who shall receive a majority vote of the Trustees at such meeting or at any 
adjourned meeting thereof shall become a Trustee, his term of office beginning 
upon the day fixed for the next Annual Meeting of the Board of Trustees, to 
hold office for a term of six years or until his successor is appointed in his 
place. 


ARTICLE II. 


The Trustees shall have power to fill vacancies in their number caused 
either by the failure of the Convention of the Diocese to make nominations or 
for any other reason, and in the case of Trustees who are to be nominated by 
the Convention the person or persons so appointed to fill a vacancy or vacan- 
cies shall hold office for the unexpired term of the Trustee whose place is so 
filled. 


ARTICLE III. 
All of the clerical Trustees shall be canonically resident in the 


Diocese of New York, and the laymen shall be communicants of the Church in 
good standing. 


ARTICLE IV. 


The annual meeting of the Board of Trustees shall be held on St. John 
the Evangelist's Day at such a place and hour as the Bishop may appoint, but 
in case St. John's Day falls on Sunday, the annual meeting shall be held on 
the day following. 


The regular meetings other than the annual meeting shall be held on 
the fourth Tuesday of every month except the months of July, August and 
December, at such place and hour as the Bishop may appoint. Special meetings 
may be called by the Bishop at his discretion, and shall be called by the 
Secretary upon the written request of five Trustees. At the meetings of the 
Board of Trustees, whether regular or special, seven members shall constitute 
@ quorum. 


The meetings shall be opened with prayer. 


The Board of Trustees shall render yearly to the Diocesan Convention 
a report of the conditions and operations of the Corporation. 


ARTICLE V. 


The Board of Trustees shall each year elect from their own number at 
the annual meeting a Secretary and a Treasurer, the Secretary to have custody 
of the seal and the records of the Corporation, the Treasurer to receive, 
husband and disburse the funds of the same. In case of a vacancy arising 
during the current year in the office of Secretary or Treasurer, the Board of 
Trustees shall elect a person to fill such vacancy, to hold office until the 
next annual election. 


The fiscal year of the Corporation shall begin on the first day of 
January in each year. 


ARTICLE VI. 


The Board of Trustees shall elect a Dean and the Residentiary Canons, 
upon nomination by the Bishop at any regular meeting of the Board preceding 
the regular meeting at which the election is held. 


ARTICLE VII. 


Amendments to the Constitution may be made by the Board of Trustees 
upon motion duly seconded by a two-thirds vote of the Trustees present at any 
regular meeting, provided that three months' notice of the proposed amendment 
shall have been given; but such notice shall be of no effect unless at the 
meeting at which it is presented it be entered upon the minutes by a vote of 
the majority of the Trustees present. Any proposed amendment shall be in- 
cluded in the notice of the meeting at which said amendment is to be finally 
acted upon. No amendment shall take effect until it shall have received the 
approval of the Bishop of the Diocese, which approval shall be considered as 
given unless the Bishop within ten days after the passing of the amendment 
interposes his written veto. 


STATUTES 


I. OF THE BISHOP 


The Bishop of the Diocese is the head of the Corporation and the 
Chairman thereof. He has the right to nominate the Dean, the Canons, the 
other Cathedral clergy, and two clerical and two lay members of the Corpora- 
tion. His consent is necessary to the removal from office of the Dean or a 
Canon or other Cathedral clergyman. He has the right to use the Cathedral 
at his discretion for all Episcopal acts, and for Diocesan and other reli- 
gious services and ecclesiastical meetings. Upon notice to the Dean, he may 
preach and may designate special preachers for special occasions. He shall 
have the general direction of the religious services in the Cathedral, which 
direction shall be expressed through the Dean. 


II. OF THE CORPORATION 
OR BOARD OF TRUSTEES 


The Corporation is the body known as the Cathedral Church of Saint 
John the Divine in the City and Diocese of New York. The members of the 
Corporation, spoken of as Trustees, shall be the Bishop of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in the Diocese of New York, the Dean, ex-officio and not 
less than twenty nor more than twenty-two other Trustees, of whom eight shall 
be clergymen and not less than twelve nor more than fourteen shall be laymen. 
Their qualifications and the manner of their appointment are set forth in the 
Constitution. 


The title to and possession of all the Cathedral property rests in 
the Corporation, and to it are entrusted the care and upbuilding of the Fab- 
ric. The Trustees shall annually, in December, adopt a budget for the ensuing 
year, in which shall be estimated the probable income; and out of their esti- 
mated income they shall appropriate so much money as in their judgement will 
be needed for the construction, care, maintenance, and operation of the 
Cathedral buildings, and the care of the grounds, for the conduct of divine 
service, for teaching, for religious, charitable and benevolent work, and for 
such contributions to the work of the Diocese and of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church as they may think fit; provided, always, that no appropriation or 
grant shall be made which shall require for meeting it the borrowing of money 
secured by mortgage or other lien or charge upon the lands or buildings known 
as the Cathedral precinct, the property of the Cathedral, bounded by 110th, 
113th Streets, Amsterdam Avenue and Morningside Drive, or shall prevent the 
employment of a sufficient and competent staff of Cathedral clergy, or shall 
so far deplete the treasury as to prejudice the due care and reparation of 
the Fabric of the Cathedral. The amount standing to the credit of the Endow- 
ment Fund from time to time shall be invested and the income therefrom applied 
strictly towards the expenses of maintenance and repairs of the Cathedral, 
and shall not be applied to any other purpose, except upon the two-thirds 
vote of the whole Board of Trustees, upon notice previously given of intention 
to ask such disposition, given at the meeting previous to that at which such 
action is taken. 


At the November meeting of the Corporation the Treasurer shall annual- 
ly submit a Tentative Budget, itemizing the estimated income and expenses for 
the ensuing calendar year. Such Tentative Budget shall then be referred to 
the Finance Committee for review and report. Final action on the report of 


the Finance Committee shall be taken at the Annual Meeting of the Corporation, 
and the Budget as then approved shall become the Budget for the ensuing year. 


The Corporation may, in such amounts as may be authorized by vote of 
the Trustees, borrow money and give its notes for the payment thereof, to 
provide funds for the purposes of the current budget or to meet extra-ordinary 
expenses for maintenance. 


Funds or property given, bequeathed or devised to the Corporation, 
and not specifically designated by the donor or testator for a particular 
purpose, shall, unless otherwise directed by the Trustees, be applied to the 
Endowment Fund. 


No officer shall be appointed at a salary payable by the Corporation 
in the absence of proper financial provision therefor. 


As provided in the Constitution, the Trustees shall annually elect a 
Secretary and Treasurer, who shall hold office until their successors are 
appointed. 


III. OF THE SECRETARY 


It is the duty of the Secretary to keep a faithful and true record of 
all that is done at the meetings of the Corporation and to preserve the same 
in a book provided for that purpose. The Secretary shall have custody of the 
seal of the Corporation and shall at the meeting next following report every 
instance in which he may have used the same. It shall be his duty seasonably 
to notify the members of the Corporation of all meetings whether regular or 
special. With the consent of the Corporation, he may appoint an Assistant 
Secretary, who shall receive such salary as the Corporation shall from time 
to time determine. 


IV. OF THE TREASURER 


The Treasurer shall have charge of the funds of the Cathedral. With 
the consent of the Corporation, he may appoint as Assistant Treasurer one of 
the Trust Companies of the City of New York, which shall receive such compen- 
sation as the Trustees shall from time to time determine. 


The moneys and securities received as the result of the campaign to 
complete and provide for the maintenance of the Cathedral may be deposited 
for safekeeping with a trust company of the City of New York approved by the 
Corporation separate and apart from funds of the Corporation not raised 
pursuant to such campaign and held and disbursed or applied as may from time 
to time be directed by the Trustees. 


All salaries and other expenses connected with the administration of 
the Cathedral, as distinguished from the care of the Fabric and the Grounds, 
shall be paid by the Treasurer in accordance with the Budget or table of 
estimate fixed by the Corporation for the current fiscal year. Of bills other 
than those anticipated in the Budget, the Treasurer shall pay such only as 
the Finance Committee approve or the Corporation order paid. 


That at every regular meeting of the Corporation the Treasurer shall 
report the condition of the Treasury, and at the meeting next following the 
Annual Meeting he shall give a detailed report of receipts and expenditures 
of the whole fiscal year. 


V. OF THE COMMITTEES 


The standing committees of the Corporation shall be four in number, 
to-wit: 


. The Committee on the Fabric. 

- The Committee on Finance. 

The Committee on the Choir School. 
. The Committee on Law. 
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The standing committees shall be named by the Bishop at the Annual 
meeting and shall serve until their successors are appointed. Each of the 
standing committees shall determine its time and place of meetings and each 
of them shall have power to fix its own quorum. 


Special committees may be appointed from time to time at the will of 
the Corporation. 


1. The Committee on the Fabric shall consist of seven members, four 
clerical and three lay, and its chairman shall always be a Clergyman. The 
committee shall have the power to appoint its own secretary. 


It shall have charge not only of the Fabric of the Cathedral itself 
but of all the buildings that shall be built for kindred uses on the Cathedral 
grounds (excluding the Bishop's House and the New York Training School for 
Deaconesses), and of the Cathedral grounds. It shall oversee the expenditure 
of all money appropriated by the Corporation either for the erection of new 
buildings or for the reparation of those already erected, or for the improve- 
ment and maintenance of the grounds. 


No memorial or other ornament of a permanent character (whether it be 
a monument, window, tablet, or article of church furniture or symbolism) 
shall be placed in the Cathedral or in its precinct save with the consent of 
the Corporation after a report from this Committee. 


This Committee shall have executive charge of every building enter- 
prise undertaken by the Corporation including the procuring of plans and 
estimates, but no expense shall be incurred by it without the previous author- 
ity of the Corporation. 


2. The Committee on Finance shall consist of six members, two cleri- 
cal and four lay (of whom the Treasurer shall always be one), and its chairman 
shall always be a layman. It shall invest and manage the funds of the Corpo- 
ration. Subject to its direction and control such funds and securities shall 
be held for safekeeping by one or more trust companies of the City of New York 
approved by the Corporation, to whom such compensation may be paid as the 
Corporation shall from time to time determine. The Committee on Finance shall 
advise the Corporation on all matters involving the financial interests of the 
Cathedral, and to it shall be referred by the Corporation for canvass and 
report the Tentative Budget or table of estimate for the administrative ex- 
penses of the Cathedral annually submitted to the Corporation. 


3. The Committee on the Choir School shall consist of the Dean, 
the Canon Precentor, one clerical and two lay Trustees, the Headmaster, if 
he be a Canon of the Cathedral, and such other persons as shall be proposed 
by the Committee and named by the Bishop. The Canon Precentor shall be its 


executive agent. The Committee shall have the oversight and direction of the 
Choir School. It shall appoint and dismiss the Headmaster and it shall scru- 
tinize and govern the expenditure of the income of the Frederick Gilbert 
Bourne Choir School Fund. Subject to the control of the Committee the Head- 
master shall appoint all other masters (except teachers of music who shall be 
appointed by and be under the control of the Organist of the Cathedral), and 
the Headmaster shall appoint the other employees of the house. The Head- 
master may be a Canon. 


VI. OF THE DEAN 


The Dean is the executive head of the Cathedral, leading and coordi- 
nating the various branches of its work. He shall be responsible for the 
seemly and reverent conduct of divine service and no change in the established 
ritual use of the Cathedral shall be made without the joint consent of the 
Bishop and the Dean. With the consent of the Bishop and after consultation 
with such committee of the Trustees as shall be named by the Bishop, he shall 
appoint the organist, who shall hold office during his pleasure and may be 
removed in the same manner as he is appointed. Subject to the Bishop's 
right, set forth in Statute I, he shall designate the preachers, and he may 
grant the use of the Cathedral or of any Chapel thereof. The Dean shall be 
responsible for pastoral ministrations within the Cathedral district, except 
to the residents of the New York Training School for Deaconesses. He may ap- 
point, and at pleasure remove, one of the Cathedral clergy to serve as Pastor 
of the Choir School. During a vacancy the Bishop may designate one of the 
Canons or other Presbyter to act in the Dean's place. Whenever the office 
of the Dean shall be vacant the Corporation on nomination of the Bishop shall 
elect some fit person to fill it. 


VII. OF THE DEAN AND CHAPTER 


The use of the Cathedral for divine worship and for religious, chari- 
table and benevolent work is entrusted to the Dean and Chapter. They shall 
maintain well-ordered and dignified services daily. They are to preach the 
Word of God, minister the Sacraments and exercise the Discipline of Christ; 
and they are to exemplify and encourage sound learning, to set forth the unity 
of Christ's Church and to the best of their opportunity promote it, and to 
make the Cathedral a vital religious force in the City and Diocese. 


That Chapter shall be composed of the Dean, who shall be the Chairman, 
and of the four Residentiary Canons and the Bursar. It may also elect as 
members one or more of the Honorary Canons. The assent of the Bishop shall 
be necessary to every act of the Chapter, and, if not expressed, shall be 
presumed, unless within five days after the meeting at which action is taken 
he shall give notice to the contrary to the Secretary. 


The Bishop shall be entitled to attend all the meetings of the Chapter 
and notice of them shall be given to him. The Canon Sacrist shall be the 
Secretary of the Chapter and shall keep a record of their proceedings, and 
after each meeting shall furnish a copy of the minutes to the Bishop. 


The tenure of office of the Dean and the Residentiary Canons shall be 
during the pleasure of the Corporation. In case of disability or for other 
grave cause, any one of them may be removed with the consent of the Bishop by 
the Corporation. 


VIII. OF THE RESIDENTIARY CANONS 


There shall be four Residentiary Canons who shall be charged with the 
administration of the several departments of Cathedral work, for which it is 
intended that they shall respectively have special fitness. They shall be 
elected by the Corporation on the nomination of the Bishop. 


In addition to the administration of their respective departments, 
they shall perform such duties connected with the office and work of the 
ministry as may be appointed by the Dean and Chapter; they shall have the 
right to preach six times during the year, but for sufficient reasons they 
may be dispensed from preaching by the Dean and Chapter. 


IX. OF THE CANON PASTOR 


The Canon Pastor shall, under the Dean, be responsible for pastoral 
and spiritual ministrations to any and all persons who seek such help at the 
Cathedral, provided that such pastoral ministration shall not conflict with 
the relation of the persons concerned to their parishes. It shall be the 
duty of the Canon Pastor to do all that may be in his power to strengthen the 
relation of such persons with their parishes, and in the case of those who 
have no parochial connection to bring them into relation with a Parish or 
Mission in this Diocese, or in some other Diocese if their residence is else- 
where. 


X. OF THE CANON SACRIST 


The Canon Sacrist shall, under the Dean, have the care of the Cathe- 
dral as a place and instrumentality of divine worship. He shall oversee the 
preparations for all the services, whether ordinary or special, excluding 
only that part which is in the province of the Canon Precentor. He shall be 
Master of Ceremonies upon all occasions. He shall have the care of all the 
ornaments and furniture of the Cathedral, except the organ and other musical 
instruments, and the custody of the plate, linen, vestments, and other mov- 
ables. He shall have charge of the ushers, deaconesses, acolytes, vergers, 
cleaners, and others similarly employed. 


The Canon Sacrist shall be the keeper of the Cathedral Registers, and 
the Secretary of the Chapter. 


XI. OF THE CANON PRECENTOR 
The Canon Precentor shall, under the Dean, have charge of the music 
of the Cathedral. He shall be assisted by the Organist and Master of the 
Choristers, and by such assistant organists, choristers and choirmen as may 


be required. 


The Canon Precentor shall be responsible for the fitting performance 
of the musical parts of the divine service, and shall designate the chanters. 


In the absence or disability of the Canon Precentor, or in case of a 
vacancy in the office, his functions shall be exercised by the Dean. 


XII. OF THE CANON THEOLOGIAN 


The Canon Theologian shall, under the Dean, have charge of the educa- 
tional program of the Cathedral and have the responsibility for developing 


and maintaining such instruments of education as are appropriate to the 
Cathedral Church "as a center of intellectual light and leading in the spirit 
of Jesus Christ". 


The Canon Theologian shall also be in charge of any libraries which 
the Cathedral may maintain. 


In the absence or disability of the Canon Theologian, or in case of a 
vacancy in the office, his functions shall be exercised by the Dean. 


XIII. OF THE BURSAR 


There shall be a Bursar who shall be a layman. The Bursar shall be 
elected by the Corporation upon nomination by the Bishop at a regular meeting 
of the Board preceding the regular meeting at which the election is held, and 
his tenure of office shall be during the pleasure of the Corporation. 


The Bursar shall be the Treasurer's Assistant and Agent. He shall 
receive the offerings made at the services in the Cathedral and shall see that 
they are applied to the objects for which they are given, and in accordance 
with the direction of the Corporation. 


In the event of the absence or disability of the Treasurer, or of a 
vacancy in the office, the Bursar shall become Acting Treasurer. Subject to 
the control of the Fabric Committee, the Bursar shall be Supervisor of Build- 
ings and Grounds, and shall superintend repairs and take immediate care of 
the Cathedral property. The engineers, watchmen, gardeners, and mechanics 
shall be immediately responsible to hin. 


XIV. OF HONORARY CANONS 


The Bishop, with the approval of the Corporation, may appoint not to 
exceed seven clergymen as Honorary Canons, who shall be chosen for their 
ability to render definite service to the work of the Cathedral. Their tenure 
of office shall be at the pleasure of the Corporation. They shall preach in 
the Cathedral at such times as may be designated by the Dean - at least once 
a year - and shall render such other service as may be required. If a clergy- 
man so appointed shall not at the time of his appointment be canonically 
resident in the Diocese of New York, he shall immediately take up his residence 
therein, unless the Corporation for grave cause dispense with it; and if he 
fail to do so, the Bishop shall revoke his appointment. If an Honorary Canon 
shall cease to be a canonical resident of the Diocese of New York, his canonry 
shall thereby become vacant. Each of the Honorary Canons shall have a stall 
in the Choir. 


XV. OF AMENDMENTS 
These statutes may be amended at any regular meeting of the Corpora- 


tion at which a quorum is present by a two-thirds vote of the members, pro- 
vided one month's notice of the proposed amendment shall have been given. 


XVI. OF REPEAL 
All former statutes are hereby abolished and repealed. 


(Revised through May 1954) 


